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Die Martis 18 heuert, 0. 


J. is Ordered by the Lords Giri 
and Temparal in Parhament 
bled, That the Humble R eee of of 
this Houſe, Pre/emed to Her Majeſty this 
Day, and Her Majeſty's moſt Gracious 
Anſwer  thereunto, shall be forthwith 
Primed and Pnbliched. —_ | 
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Die Lune 17 Januarij, 170 
May it pleaſe Your moſt Excellent Majeſty, 


poral in Parliament Aſſembled, find our 

ſelves under an Unhappy Neceffity of 

making this Our humble Application to 
the Throne, upon Occaſion of an Ad- 
0 dreſs preſented to Your Mijeſty by the 
Houſe of Commons, the 234 Day of December laſt, and fince 
that time publiſhed to the whole * in Print; by which the 
Houſe of Lords is Charged with the Violation of Your Royal 
Prerogative, and of the known Laws of the Land; with wreſt- 
ing Perſons ſuſpected of Treaſonable practices, and taken into 
Cuſtody by Meſſengers out of Your Majeſties Hands, without 
Your Leave or Knowledge, and in a molt extraordinary manner 
raking the Examination of them ſolely to themſelves ; whereby 
a due Enquiry into the Evil practices and Deſigns againſt Your 
Majefties Perſon and Government might in great meaſure be Ob- 
ſtructed. And they conclude their Addreſs by moſt earneſtly de- 
firing Your Majeſty ro Suffer no Diminution of Your Preroga- 
tive, and promiſe to Support You in the Alerting it againſt all In- 


vaſions whatſoever. It is not poſſible for Us to remain Silent un- 


der this heavy Charge, fo Unjuftly and without the leaſt Ground 
or Colour endeavour'd ro be Fixed upon the whole Body of the 


— 


Peers, which tending directly to Create an Ill Opinion of Us in 
Your W. puts us under an inevitable Neccflity of Vindi- 
— the Legality and the Dutiful manner of our Pro- 


cating, , 
ceeding. 


The Expreſſions in the Addreſs of the Houſe of Commons are 
fu very Harſh and Undecent, that we may truly affirm the like 


were never uſed of the Houſe of Peers in any Age, not even by 

that Aſſembly, which, under the Name of the Houſe of Com- 

mons, took upon Po Oy Oy to Aboliſh the Houſe of Lords, 
2 


but 


E Your Majeſtics moſt Dutiful and Loyal 
ZSiubjects, che Lords Spiritual and Tem- 


* 


ythe . Monar thy We rſhatt Enrefuffyxvdd Hak ing 
Rætürns dot that kind: Wẽ contider rod much what we owe to 


-< 


our ſelves ; and we know too well the profound Reſpeqt due to 


_ Your Royal, Perſon, tô let any;provoamion Tit ortas Yo, as 
to uſe Words unfit to be Off:1*Fby us to Our Sovereign. 


The Matter og this Addrefstis node GAUAjpridus te vis abit: the 
Terms, Fü nc ee ee e Juſt ton to a- 
ny: part of pur Conduct in that uſigeſs rp AR cTyR+- 


laces; The procceding was &i ictly peſtifi.bleYy thin 
and Cuſtoms ot Parliament, © was Carried or withyhe gttn oft 
Reſpect to Your Majeſty, and, with true Zcal'Yor/the Safety of 
Your per ſon and Government, all that was done wagzAgreed to by 
the Concurrent Opinion of the Houle, without the len Obje- 
Ction from any of our Members, who have the Honour of Ser- 
ving Your M.j:{ty in Your great Offices and Imployments. 
We Humbly Repreſent to Your Majeſty, That, by theknown 


Laws and Cuſtom of Parliaments, the Houle of Pcers has an un- 


doubred Right, in Caſes where they, Conceive. it to be-for; the 
Good and Safety of Your Majeſty andthe. Kingdom, to take Ex- 
aminations of Perſons Charged with Criminal Matters, whether 
fuch pei ſons be then in Cuſtody or nor, and alſo to Order the per- 
ſons ſo to be Examined to be taken into Cuſtody of Your Majetties 
Sworn Officers Attending the Houſe during ſuch Examinations, or 
to Commit chem to any cther Safe Cuſtody that they ſhall think 
proper; and to Reſtrain others, if they ſee Cʒuſe. ſrom having Ac. 
cels to, or Communication with them: The Hpuſe of Lords has 
Exerciſed this Right from time to time, as Occefions have Re qui- 
red, without Ob ction. Our Records are filled with precedents 
which Warrant Our Claim in every part of it, and we preſume 
to Affiim to Your Maj:ity, That the Drawing this Right ihto 
Queſtion at any time cannot but be of Dangerous Con ſequence to 
the Liberties and Safety of the People, and to the Conſti ution 


of the Government, as tending. to avoid or render in great mea- 


ſure ineff. tual the Enquiries of Parliaments, which are ſo abſo. 
lutely N«ccflary, Eſpecially where man and-gieat:Perſans are 
Engaged in Dangerous. Deſigns againſt the Goveroment; as 
where 11] Miniſters Abule their Favour towards the Oppre ſſing vr 
Enflaying of the people. Your Majeſties Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
make us Secure at preſent againſt all Influences: of that kind, and 
we Unanimouſly and Heartily pray we may long Enjoy the Bleſ- 


ſing 


— — — 


3] ; 
fing of Your Reign. But if it happens in future times, chat il: 
Men fhould gain too great a Degree of Favour with our Princes; 
how caſie will it be for them to Stifle or Defeat all Parliamentary 
Enquiries into their Crimes, for it the being in Priſon, or in the 
Hands of a Meſſenger, will Protect Men from being Exammed 
in the Houſe of Lords, or from being put into the Cuſtody of 
the Proper Officers of the Houſe, during the Examination, and 
debarr'd from Converſing with others; it will certainly be al- 
ways in the Power of Favourites to cauſe thoſe who can be 
VVirneſſes againſt them, as well as the Accomplices of their De- 
ſigns, to be taken into Cuftody. And if Perſons in Cuſtody are 
our of the Reich of the Houſe of Lorde, who are the Hereditary 
Councellors of the Crown, and in whom a Judicial Power is 
Lodged by the Conſtitutions it is not to be imagined that the 
Commons can pretend to a greater Power of Examining, Com- 
mitting or Reſtraining them. BR 7 

No Houſe of Commons till now has given Countenance 
ro this Dangerous Opinion, which does ſo directly tend to the 
Rendring ill Miniſters Safe from the Examination of Parliaments : 
And we are perſwaded no Houſe of Commons hereafter will Aſ- 
ſert ſuch a Notion, becauſe they are not wont eaſily to part with 
a Power they have Aſſumed; and it is certain, that they have 
ſeveral times taken upon them to Exerciſe an Authority like that 
which they have ſo ſeverely Reflected on in their Addreſs. 

This Confideration gave us the greater Aſtoniſhment, to find 
our Proceedings repreſented in the ſtrange Terms of wreſting 
Priſoners out of Your Majeſties Hands, and takirg the Exami- 
nation of them ſolely to our ſelves. We believe the Ordering 
Perſons to be Examined in that High Court where Your Majeſty is 
always preſent in Conſideration of Law, and in that Great Council 
where You may be preſent in Your Royal Perſon, as often as 
You pleaſe, will never be thought an Excluſion of Your Maje— 


ty from the Examinations, if that was intended to be inſinuated 


by ſaying, we had taken the Examinations ſolely to our ſelves. 
Having thus laid before Your Majefty whar it is we Claim, and 
muſt inſiſt on, as the indiſputable Right of the Houſe of Peers; 
which was never thought in the time of Your Royal Anceſtors, 
to be prejudicial to the juſt Prerogatives ofthe Crown, and which 


is manifeſtly neceſſary for the Securing the Liberties of Your Peo- 


ple, whereof we are aſſur'd Your Majeſty will have an cqual 


Care. 


* wa 


(6) 
Care, We humbly beg leave to lay before You a ſhort State of 
the particular Matter of Fact relating to theſe Priſoners, not 
doubring, but when the whole Proceeding is known to Your 
M.jeſty, it will be Approved not only as Lawful, but every way 
Reipectful to Your Majzſty. : 
On Treſday the 14th of December the Houſe of Lords was In- 
formed, that ſeveral Perſons had been Seiz'd by the Cultom- 
houſe Officers on the Coaſt of Saſſeæ, as they came from France, 
and that amongſt them there was one Boucher, who was capable of 
making conſiderable Diſcoveries,| having bęen in Arms in the French 
Service for many Years, and Gentleman of the Horſe and Aid 
de Camp tothe late Duke of Berwick,. who ſtands. Attainted of 
High Treaſon, and who had been ſecretly in England: ſeveral 
Times before ; that it was probable, if he was ſtrictly Examin'd, 
he might be brought to Confeſs, ſince he ſaw his Life in apparent 
Danger, but that he was a bold Man, and likely ro Attempt an El- 
cape on that very account, if he was not carefully look'd after: And 
the Houſe was alfo told, that there was a general Remiſsneſs both 
in the Taking, Searching, and Looking te ſuch Priſoners, which 
did afterwards appear very evidently in the Examinations that 
were taken. Upon this Information the Eail of Nottingham, Your 
Maj ſties Principal Secretary of State, acquainted the Houſe that 
he had not heard of Baucher*s Name particularly, but had ſent 
Meſſengers to bring one Og#lby and the other Priſoners who had 
becn Apprehended by the Cuttom-houſe Officers ro Town, and 
that he believ'd the Meſſengers would do. their Duty, but he 
would not be Anfwerable for them. : 

After this Account of the priſoners, and of what had been done 


in Order to Secure them, the Houſe thought themlelves obliged 


in Duty to your Majeſty, and for the Publick Safety, at a time 
when the Kingdom is engaged in an open War with France, and 
that there are too juſt Grounds to apprehend the dangerous Pra- 
ctices of French Emiſſiries 5 to make an humble Addreſs to Your 
Majeſty that particular Care might be taken for Securing the Per- 
ſons of Boucher, and of thoſe who were taken with him, and that 
2 be ſuffer'ꝗ ro ſpeak with them till they were Exa- 
mined. 

The next Day Your Majeſties Gracious Anſwer to this Ad- 
dreſs was reported to the Back. That Care had been taken to 


ſecure the Priſoners, and that Your Majeſty would give Orders 
that - 


_ . 
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that no Body ſhould ſpeak with them till they were Extmined.” 
Thereupon the Lords entred into a farther Conſideration ' of the- | 
Importance of this Matter, and Conctiving nothing to be more LS 
likely ro bring Priſoners, who had Forfeited their Lives, to a 
full Diſcovery of the Truth, than to find themſelves under the 
Enquiry of a Parliament, they thought it would be of Publick 
Service for them to take the Examinations of theſe Perſons, and 
accordingly an Order was made, that no perſons ſhould ſpeak 
with che Priſoners, till they had appzar'd at the Bur of the Houle. th. 
On the 16th Day the Earl of Northing ham informing the : 
Houſe of Lords, that the Priſoners were brought ro Towns \ 
the Ulher of the Black Rod was ordered to take them into =—_ 
his Cuſtody, in order to their Examination, and to keep 5 
them ſeperate and in cloſe Cuſtody (as your Majeſty had "| 
before Directed) and it being thought moſt proper, from T1 
the Nature of the. thing, that the Examination ſhould be 
by a Committee of Lords, rather than by the -whole:Houſe; 
it was Reſolved accordingly. 
We beg Leave to mention ro Your Majeſty a Matter of 
Fact which Satisfied the Lords, that their Reſolution to take 
the Examinations of Boucher, and the Perſons | apprehended 
with him, was neither Unknown nor Diſagreeable to Your Ma- 
jeſty, on the ſame Diy when that was Order'd, being the 15h 
of December, the Lords Reſolved to Examine Sir h Maclean, 
a very Dangerous Perſon, as was repreſented to the Houſe, who 
then itood Committed in the Hands of a Meſlenger.; and for that 
purpoſe Ordeiꝰd him to be brought to the Houſe the next Day, 
having as they then thought very good Grounds to believe it 
might prove of great. Service to your Majeſty. Sir hn Maclean + 
was brought to the Hyuſe, according to the Order, but Your - 
Majeſty being plcas*d ſo far to take Notice of this Order, as 10 5 1 
ſignifie to the Houſe by the Lord Steward, That Sir John Maclean 
had been in part Examin'd already, and that YourM j:ity thought WW 
it not proper to have that Buſineſs taken out of the way of Exa- 5 
mination it was then in, but that Your Majeſty. would ina ſhort 
time Communicate it to the Houſe à the Lords immediately Ac- ; 
quicſced in Your Majeſtics opinion, and ſent back Sir John Mac- f 
kan to the place from whence he was brought. It was with this : 
Diſpoſition uf Mind the Lords Acted in this whole Matter, and 
if Youc Mjeſty, who no doubt had the ſame Notice of both . 
org 5 


Without fo much as ſuff-ring thoſe parts of the report to be lai 


(8) 


ders, had thought any other method of the Examination of Box- 
cher, and the perſons taken with him, more proper than that of 


the Lords; they bad Reaſon to conclude Your Mjeſty would 
have intimated it at the fame cime, and moſt certainly the Houle 
would have had a like Deference for Your-Royal Judgment in that 
Inſtance alſo. 


The Lords Commitees appointed to Examine the priſoners pro- 


ceeded with all poſſible Ditpartch, and made their Report to the 


Houſe on the 21ſt of December; upon Conſideration of the Re- 
port the Houſe found it requiſite to Commit Boucher to, the Pri- 
ion of Newgate for High Treaſon, and the Lords Commitees 
having ſubmuted to the Judgment of the Houle, whether feve- 
ral parts of the Examinations referred to in their Report, ſhould 
be laid open to the Houſe, or pur into any other way of being 
farther Euquired into, or Proſ-cured ; The houſe out of a full 
Aflurance they had, that, when the Matter of Fact ſhould be laid 
before Your Majeſty, you would certainiy give ſuch Orders 
thereupon as were every way ſuitable to your Royal Prudence, 
and tender Care of the Publick Safety; did unanimouſly ROS, 
open to the houſe, that an humble Addreſs ſhould be made from 
the Houſe to your Majeſty by the Lord Steward and the Duke 
of Somerſet (Iwo of the Lords Committees to whom the Exa- 
minat ion had been refer1*d) laying before Your Majeſty rhe whole 
Report, with all matters Relat ing thereto, and Humbly De- 
firing your Majeſty to give Order, that Boucher ſhould be Proſe- 
cuted by Mr. Attorney General for high Treaſon, and that as to 
the Commitment, Proſecution, or Diſcharge of the other Pris'- 
ners mentioned in the report, You would bepleavd to give ſuch 
Directions as ſhould ſeem moſt proper to your royal Wiſdom, 
Thus as the whole Affair was Enter'd upon out of Zzal for Your 
Mijeſtics preſervation, and the Safety of the Kingdom, and was 
carried on and Concluded with all poſſible reſpect to you; fo we 
had the Comfort to reſt Aſſured, that our Behaviour was no leſs 
Gracioufly Accepted by Your Majeſty fromthe Anſwer you were 
Pleas'd to make the ſame Day to our laſt Addreſs on this Subject, 
and which was Reported to us on the 22d of December, by the 
Duke of Somerfer, whereby Your Majeſty was Pleaſed to ſignify 
to the houſe, with your accuſtomed Goodneſs, that you would 
give Order tor every thing as the Lords had Deſired. 


Madam, 


(9) 
Madam, this is a trye and juſt Account of our Proceedings which 


have been ſo ſtrangely Miſrepreſented, and to which no Exception 
can poffibly be taken by any Perſons rightly Inferm'd. For as we 


had Your Royal Abbrobation of all that was dont; ſo the Houſe of 


Commons could have had no Pretence of Objection, it they had taken 
the uſual Parliamentary Methods of Deſii ing to be Inform'd of what 
we had done, and of the Grounds of our Proceedings, before they 
had approached Your Majeity with ſuch a Repreſentation of them. 
"Their Carrying this unprecedented Addreſs to Your Majeſty in 
ſo haſty a Manner, gives us almoſt” as great Trouble as the bard 
Uſage we find in it. The Antient, Known, and indeed only Ef- 
fectual Method of Preſerving a good Correſpondence between the 
Two Houſes of Parliament has been by Conferences. If at any 
time either Houſe conceiv'd they had a Reaſonable Ground to Ob- 
je& againſt the Proceedings of the other; Conferences have been 
Deſired, and the Matter in Debate between them fairly Diſcuſs'd, 
and thereby Miſtakes have been Cleared for the moſt part, and 
2 Underſtanding Cultivated, and a Mutual Reſpect preſerv'd, 
ich is always highly Requifite in the Nature of Our Conſtituti- 
on, but more eſpecially neceſſary in this time of War and Dan- 


Had the Houſe of Commons thought fit to have purſued this 
Method upon this Occaſion, we ſhould have been able to have 
given them Entire Satisfaction, not only of the Lawfulneſs of all 
we had done, but of the Juſt and Weighty Grounds upon which 
we took the Kxaminations of theſe Perſons into our own Hands: 
Or atleaſt if they could have Convinc'd us of any Miſtake, we 
mould have given them any Reaſonable Satisfaction. 

But, without making any ſuch Previous Step, the Houſe of Com- 
mons have made an Appeal directly to the Throne againſt the 
Houſe of Lords, and Charged them, tho' moſt Unjuſtly, with 
Attempts of the Bigheſt Nature. Nothing like this, was ever 
done before; And out of Our Hearty Concern for the Preſer- 
vation of our Happy Conſtitution, we hope the ſame thing will 
never be done again. We know Your Royal Heart is Unmoveably 
fix'd on Preſerving the Libertics of Your People, and Tran'ſmit- 
ting them Entirely to Poſterity; but if in Aftei-times the Pouſes 
of Parliament ſhould be Appealipg sgeirſt one another to the 


Crown, ( for if ſuch a Courſe be Juſtificble in the Bu uſe of 


Commons, the ſame Methce may te trken by the Leic: ) 25 
C | Your 


(8) 
ders, had thought any other method of the Examination of Bes- 
cher, and the perſons taken with him, more proper than that of 
the Lords; they bad Reaſon to conclude Your Mijeſty would 
have intimated it at the fame cime, and moſt certainly the Houſe 
would have had a like Deference for Y our Royal Judgment in that 
Inſtance alſo. | | 

The Lords Commitees appointed to Examine the priſoners pro- 
ceeded with all poſſible Ditpatch, and made their Report to the 
Houſe on the 21ſt of December; upon Conſideration of the Re- 
port the Houſe found it requiſite ro Commit Boucher ta the Pri- 
ion of Newgare for High Treaſon, and the Lords Commitees 
having ſubmuted to the Judgment of the Houle, whether feve- 
ral parts of the Examinatians referred to in their Report, ſhould 
be laid open to the Houſe, or pur into any other way of being 
fatther Enquired into, or Proſ:cuted ; The houſe out of a full 
Aflurance they had, that, when the Matter of Fact ſhould be laid 
before Your Majeſty, you would certainly give ſuch Orders 
thereupon as were every way ſuitable ro your Royal Prudence, 
and tender Care of the Publick Safety ; did unammouſly Reſolve 
without fo much as ſuff-ring thoſe parts of the report to be laid 
open to the houſe, that an humble Addreſs ſhould be made from 
rhe Houſe to your Majeſty by the Lord Steward and the Duke 
of Somerſet (Iwo of the Lords Committees to whom the Exa- 
minat ion had been referr'd) laying before Your Majeſty rhe whole 
Report, with all matters Relaring thereto, and Humbly De- 
firing your Majeſty to give Order, that Boygher ſhould be Proſe- 
cuted by Mr. Attorney General for high Treaſon, and that as to 
the Commitment, Proſecution, or Diſcharge of the other Pris'- 
ners mentioned in the report, You would be pleas'd to give ſuch 
Directions as ſhould ſeem moſt proper to your royal Wiſdom, 
Thus as the whole Affair was Enrer*dupon out of Zæal for Your 
Mijeſties preſervation, and the Safety of the Kingdom, and was 
carried on and Concluded with all poſſible reſpect to you 5 ſo we 
had the Comfort to reſt Aſſured, that our Behaviour was no leſs 
Gracioufly Accepted by Your Majeſty from the Anſwer you were 
Pleas?d to make the ſame Day to our laſt Addreſs on this Subject, 
and which was Reported to us on the 22d of December, by the 
Duke of Somerfet, whereby Your Majeſty was Pleaſed to ſignify 
to the houſe, with your accuſtomed Goodneſs, that you would 
give Order tor every thing as the Lords had Deſired. 


* 


Madam, 


(9) 
Madam, this is a true and juſt Account of our Proceedings which 


have been ſo ſtrangely Miſrepreſented, and to which no Exception 
can poffibly be taken by any Perſons riglitly Infet m'd. For as we 


had Your Royal Abbrobation of all that was dont; ſo the Houſe of 


Commons could have had no Pretence of Objection, it they had taken 
the uſual Parliamentary Methods of Deſit ing to be Inform'd of what 
we had done, and of the Grounds of our Proceedings, before they 
had approached Your Majeſty with ſuch a Repreſentation of them. 
"Their Carrying this unprecedented Addreſs to Your Majeſty in 
ſo haſty a Manner, gives us almoſt” as great Trouble as the bard 
Uſage we find in it. The Antient, Known, and indeed only Ef- 
fectual Method of Preſerving a good Correſpondence between the 
Two Houſes of Parliament has been by Conferences. If at any 
time either Houſe conceiv'd they had a Reaſonable Ground to Ob- 
je& againſt the Proceedings of the other; Conferences have been 
Deſired, and the Matter in Debate between them fairly Diſcuſs'd, 
and thereby Miſtakes have heen Cleared for the moſt part, and 
a good Underſtanding Cultivated, and a Mutual Reſpe& preſerv'd, 
ich is always highly Requiſite in the Nature of Our Conſtituti- 
on, but more eſpecially neceſlary in this time of War and Dan- 


Had the Houſe of Commons thought fit to have purſued this 
Method upon this Occaſion; we ſhould have been able to have 
given them Entire Satisfaction, not only of the Lawfulneſs of all 
we had done, but of the Juſt and Weighty Grounds upon which 
we took the Kxaminations of theſe Perſons into our own Hands: 
Or atleaſt if they could have Convinc'd us of any Miſtake, we 
ſhould have given them any Reaſonable Satisfactios. 

But, without making any ſuch Previous Stcp, the Houſe of Com- 
mons have made an Appeal directly to the Throne againſt the 
Houſe of Lords, and Charged them, tho' moſt Unjuſtly, with 
Attempts of the Bigheſt Nature. Nothing like this, was ever 
done before; And out of Our Hearty Concern for the Preſer- 
vation of our Happy Conſtitution, we hope the ſame thing will 
never be done again. We know Your Royal Heart is Unmoveably 
fix'd on Preſerving the Libertics of Your Pcople, and Traaſmit— 
ting them Entirely to Poſterity ; but if in Aften times the Pouſes 
of Parliament ſhould be Appcalivg apairft one another to the 


Crown, ( for if ſuch a Courſe be Juſtifiible in the Bu uſe of 


Commons, the ſame Methed may te trken by the Leic? ) 25 
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Your Majeſty is now Senſible how great Difficulties it neceſſarilyß 


biings upon a good Prince; ſo it is eaſie to foreſee (and we 
cannot think of it without Terror) how Fatal the Conſequences 
may be in the Reign of an l|]-deſigning Prince, and what Ad- 
vantages may be taken from it for utterly Subverting the beſt 
Order'd Form of Government in the World. There are Exam- 
ples Abroad where Proceedings of this kind have ended in the 
Overthrow of the Liberties of the People, which makes us the more 


_ apprenend the beginning of them among our Selves. Your Maje- 
ſties great Judgment cannot but readily diſcern, whither it does 
naturally tend for one Houſe of Parliament to be Exciting and 


Larneſtly defiring the Sovereign to Exert a real or ſuppoſed Prero- 
gative againſt the ether Houſe. Ir is not eaſie to imagine what 
the Commons could expect of Your Majeſty from ſuch an Applica- 


tion ; The Lords have never entertained a Thought of uſing this, 
Dangerous Method, whatever Occaſions may have been given 
within the Compaſs of late Years. And we promiſe Your Ma- 


jeſty we will always endeavour to Preſerve a good Underſtanding 
with the Houſe of Commons, and ſhall never think it too dear to 
procure that Union at any Rate, unleſs that of delivering up 
thoſe Rights and Powers which are lodged in us by the Law, and. 
without which the Conſtitution cannot ſubſiſt. | 8 0 

We ſhall never be Guilty of the Preſumption of Preſcribing to 
Your Majeſty when or againſt whom You ſhould Exert Your 
Prerogative, but we will be always ready to aſſiſt You in the Sup- 
port of all the juſt Rights of the Crown, as well as in Maintaining 
the Liberties of the Subject, which we know are no leſs dear to 
Your Majeſty. | 

It may with Modeſty and Truth be affirmed, that the Lords 
have in all Times been the ſuteſt aud moſt natural Bulwark of the 
Prerogatives of the Crowa, they being (as Your Royal Grandfa- 
ther ot ever bleſſed Memory was pleaſed to expreſs it ) an excellent 
Screen and Bank between the Prince and the People, to aſſiſt each 
againſt any Encroachmeat of the other. | 

We will never contribute by any Act of ours to the Diminution 


of the Rights of the Crown, nor as far as we are able will ſuffer 


it in others. We cannot Act otherwiſe without hurting our 
ſelves in the higheſt Degree, being throughly cpnvincd that the 


- Preſzr yation of the Legal Preropative is not only the ſureſt Way 


ta Secure our own Privileges, but of abſolate Neceſſity or the 
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happy and rightful Adminiſtration of the Governmeat. And we 
hope the Houſe of Commons will in all Times to come Speak and 
Act with that Regard to the Prerogative which they ſeem to have 
taken up lately. 

There remains one Particular more 77 we will only Name 


to Your Majefty, becauſe we relt fatisfied'i 
any where, that is the Inſinuation in the Addreſs, as if the Exa- 
mination of theſe Priſoners by the Lords was in order to Obſtrut 
the Enquiry into the Deſigus againſt Your Majeſty's Perſon and 
Government; or at leaſt, that it was likewiſ- to produce ſuch an 


our warm Concern to diſcover all Deſigns, and oppoſe all Practic 
againſt it, are too well known to the World, that any Suggeſtt- 
ons of that Sort ſhould make the leaſt Impreſſion to our Diſad- 
vantage; and we are very ſure *twas no Suſpicion of that Nature 
which gave the true Riſe to this very. ſharp Addreſs, It is eaſie 
to determine. whether a hearty and forward Undertaking - to 
Search into the Deſigns of Your Enemies, or the ſceking Occa- 
ſions to Object to, and Interrupt ſuch Endeavours, be moſt 
likely to Obſtruct the Diſcevery of the pernicious Practices of 
Tray tors. . 

Moſt Grac ious Sovereign, | 

We moſt humbly ask Pardon for preſuming to give your Ma- 
jeſty the Trouble of this long Repreſentatiov, which has pro- 
ceeded from the paſſionate Concern we have to tand not only Ac- 
quitted, but entirely approved in the Judgment of ſo Excellent a 
Queen, and ſo juſtly Beloved of all Her Subjects. | 

We depend upon Your Juſtice as well as Your Goodneſs that 


nothing can do us Prejudice (from whatſoever Hands it comes 


in Your Royal Opinion, while we continue to Act in that Station 
where we are placed by the Form of the Engliſh Government, 
according to the Laws and Cuſtom of Parliament, with all ima- 
ginable Rsſpect and Duty to Your Self, and all poſſible Zeal: for 
the Safety and Happineſs of Your Kingdom. | 

Give us Leave to conclude this our Humble Addreſs with this. 
firm Piom'le, that no Daugers, no Reproaches, nor any Artifices- 
whatſover ſhall deter or diyert us from uſing our utmoſt Endea-- 
vours from time g time in Diſcovering and Oppoſing all Contri- 
vances aud Attem is gainſt Your Royal Perſona and Government 
and the Proteſtant Succeilion as by Law Eſtabliſhed. 


Here 
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«My LORDS, 8 FEST 
n. very Curry 1 4 Mijunde ending . happen be- 
RE, ile Two Houſes of Panliamem, which are ſo Incon- 

ent for the Publick Service, and ſo unc aſie to Me, to I can- 

1 but take Notice ' with 6 atisfubtion of the  Aſuranees you give 

Me, that you will carefully avoid al Occafions of them. 

Thank. ou for the Cmcery you : for the Rights of #he 


Fad. and for My Prerogative, which 1 ſball never Exert fo 


willingh. as for the Good of My . and the Froetdos f 
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